
THE QUEENS SPEECH 1953
This is a sidebar to the Tangiwai Story and the history of ZLO HMNZS Irirangi..

HRH Queen Elizabeth the Queen came to NZ for the Royal Tour on 
the SS Gothic MAUQ. The Royal Yacht Brittannia was then under 
construction due to be launched in 1954.
The Queen’s speech to the Commonwealth was to have been made 
at Government House in Auckland. It would be transmitted to Iriran-
gi by NZPO over their telephone wires and then broadcast to the 
World by Irirangi. 
This was one of the reasons Ken was in Waiouru.[see the Irirangi 
Story].
When the Tangiwai Bridge went so did the telephone wires and I re-
member Ken telling me about the frantic effort to get them hooked 
up again.

Part of the Queen’s speech from Auckland
December 1953.
This is the first time that I have spoken to New Zealanders in their own homeland and my first 
words must be to tell you how happy I am to be amongst you. I am looking forward with hope and 
happiness to the journey I am to take with my husband, from this city to the southernmost part 
of the South Island. A journey during which I shall meet many of you in your own homes and see 
something of the beauty and greatness of your country.I want to thank you, too, for your welcome 
to my husband. We have both been deeply moved this morning. It has indeed been an inspiring 
experience for us to travel across two vast oceans from one side of the world to the other and to 
find ourselves not in a foreign land and amongst alien people, but at home with our kinsmen..........
I am sure the Tangiwai Railway Disaster was spoken about too.......

As a child I was taken down to watch the SS Gothic come into Auck-
land with the Royal party onboard.  Auckland stopped as you would 
expect the Empire being very much the thing in those days.
I was with my Father, Mother and Sister on Bastion Point. It was a 
sunny day and bloody hot.
The Shaw Saville Corinthic Class Gothic was was sent to Cammell 
Laird shipyards in 1951 to be refitted to become the Royal Yacht for 
a tour of Australia and New Zealand. However, due to the death of 
King George the tour was cancelled. Although considerable work 
had already been done, she was returned in 1953 to complete the 
refit. During this refit her hull painted white.
It was the express wish of the Queen that Gothic should use her 
cargo capacity to the full while acting as a royal yacht, and in con-
sequence she proceeded to Liverpool and London to load aboard 
6,300 tons of general cargo. 

Marconi fitted a separate ‘royal’ radio outfit for the tour and Marconi 
Wireless Officers ran it. The Chief R/O was C H Roberts, backed up 
by an R/O called Clayton and Don Pilgrim who was a Marconi tech-
nical specialist.
All of the ‘Queens’ radio gear was removed back in the UK and giv-
en to a technical college. The Queen took the unusual step of hold-
ing a investiture before she flew out to join RY Brittania in the Med. A 
knighthood was bestowed, perhaps the skipper, I do not know. But 
3RO Pilgrim did receive a BEM. He wrote the story of the trip back in 
2011 but I have yet to find it.
Down the rabbit hole... you look for one thing and find another.... 
the 1958 fire on Gothic which took seven lives.
http://maritimeradio.org/in-distress/gothic-fire/

SS Gothic {Royal Yacht] Hobart February 1954.

Either no connection or the line was not up to the job. The old cop-
per wire network was very noisy anyway.
The speech instead was transmitted from the Gothic alongside at 
Queens Wharf to Irirangi by radio. Irirangi then rebroadcast it to to 
the World.
There used to be a framed acknowledgement of that hanging in the 
passage by the Ships Office at the old camp. Wonder where that 
went as I don’t remember it being at the ‘new’ Irirangi unless it was 
in FiFi’s office.




